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In March, 1917, while tie war was still on, Mr. Lloyd George made a last endeavour to bring British and Irish parties together by proposing an all-party convention, including Sinn Fein, to draft proposals for a settlement. But the Sinn Feiners refused to come in, and the Ulster Unionists stipulated that their delegates should agree to nothing which had not been submitted to and endorsed by the Ulster Unionist Council. This from the beginning rendered impossible the " substantial agreement" which the Government required as a basis of legislation, and though the conference worked diligently and reported in the following April, it could offer no hope of reconciling the warring factions. The Government now abandoned these efforts at conciliation, and announced their intention of applying compulsory military service to Ireland. This, though never enforced, gave a further impetus to Sinn Fein, and Mr. John Redmond's death on March 6, 1917— following a few months after the death of his brother, Major Willie Redmond, in action in France—was to all intents and purposes the end of the Irish Parliamentary party. Mr. Redmond had done his utmost to restore peace both during and after the Dublin Rebellion, which he boldly denounced as a crime, but he protested strongly against the later developments of Government policy, and one of his last appearances in Parliament was to move a resolution declaring this policy to be contrary to the principles for which the Allies were fighting in Europe.
Sinn Fein and " Black and Tans "
The world peace brought no peace to Ireland, but rather an aggravation of her troubles. Sinn Fein now carried all before it, and chose as its leader and President Mr. Eamon de Valera, one of the ringleaders of the Irish Rebellion, whose daring and adventurous career specially appealed to it. Mr. de Valera had been sentenced to death after the rebellion, had his sentence commuted to imprisonment for life, and obtained his release in the general amnesty of 1917. In the following May he was re-arrested, and eight months later (February, 1919) succeeded in escaping from Lincoln jail and making his way to America, where he raised large sums of money and carried on a powerful propaganda for the Irish Republican
